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Your Personal Data 
 
The University of Glasgow is what’s known as the ‘Data Controller’ of your personal data 
processed in relation to the West of Scotland Twenty-07 Study.  This privacy notice will 
explain how The University of Glasgow processes your personal data. 
 
Why we need it 
 
We have collected your basic personal data such as your name, address, email, phone 
number, gender, age and, limited special categories data such as disability, ethnicity, and 
other health data to carry out research into health and wellbeing. We only collected the data 
we needed to contact you to take part in the study and to do the research.  
 
Unless you opted out when we asked you in 2007, your data may be used under very strict 
conditions by approved researchers to do more health research in the following Safe 
Havens:- 

1. If you did not opt out of data sharing and archiving, your anonymised data have been 
deposited into a Safe Haven at the UK Data Service:  University of Glasgow. MRC 
Medical Sociology Unit. (2026). West of Scotland Twenty-07 Study: Health in the 
Community, 1987/8-2008: Secure Access. [data collection]. UK Data Service. SN: 
9544, DOI: http://doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-9544-1 

2. If you did not opt out of data linkage, we intend that your personal data will be used 
to help us link your survey data to NHS health records within a Safe Haven at the UK 
Longitudinal Linkage Collaboration (UKLLC) or Research Data Scotland, following 
approval by the Public Benefit and Privacy Panel for Health and Social Care 
https://www.informationgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/pbpphsc/ . 

 
Legal basis for processing your data 
 
We must have a legal basis for processing all personal data. In this instance, legal bases 
are: public task, and for special category data:  research and statistics. 
 
What we do with it and who we share it with 
 
All the personal data you submitted is processed by staff at the University of Glasgow in the 
United Kingdom where the data have been held securely and password protected and 
accessible only to the research team and to the research support team.  All the University of 
Glasgow staff who accessed the data have data protection and information security training. 
 
Data sharing and archiving 
In April 2026, unless you opted out, anonymised research data were deposited into a secure 
Safe Haven at the UK Data Service so that other approved researchers could do further 
research into health using the data. We had approval from the ethics committee in the MVLS 
College of the University of Glasgow before depositing the data.  The data remain in the 
Safe Haven at all times and all results from the research such as tables of statistics and 

http://doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-9544-1
https://www.informationgovernance.scot.nhs.uk/pbpphsc/


 

graphs are checked before leaving the Safe Haven to make sure that there is no information 
that could identify participants. The following conditions are imposed on anyone accessing 
the data at the UK Data Service. 
 

• The Data Collection is available to users registered with the UK Data Service. 

• Commercial use is not permitted. 

• Use of the data requires approval from the data owner or their nominee.  

• Registered users must apply for access via a Secure Access application. 

• Registered users must complete the Safe Researcher Training course. 

• Registered users must be based in the UK when accessing data. 

• The Data Collection must be accessed via a secure connection method in a safe 
environment approved by the UK Data Service. 

 
Data Linkage 
We are working with the UK Longitudinal Linkage Collaboration (UKLLC) and Research Data 
Scotland and intend, unless you opted out, to provide your personal data to the NHS for data 
linkage to NHS health records.  Any linkage that takes place will be in a very secure 
environment and subject to approval by the ethics committee and the Scottish Public Benefit 
and Privacy Panel. The conditions of access to the data will be at least as strict as those in 
place for the UK Data Service deposit of the anonymised data. 
 
The following statement was included in the 2007 consent form. 
‘I agree that the researchers at the MRC SPHSU may pass my name, address and  
date of birth to the Information Statistics Division of NHS Scotland to access any  
centrally held Scottish Morbidity Records (coded hospital records) relevant to me.   
I understand that these details will be used for research purposes only and that I  
am free to withdraw my permission at any time in the future by writing to the  
address below.’ 
 
In 2007, Scottish Morbidity Records were the only records available for linkage but since 
then, additional records, such as prescriptions have been added and we would seek 
permission from the Public Benefit and Privacy Panel to extend the linkage to these records. 
 
How long do we keep it for 
 
We will keep the research data at the University of Glasgow as long as they are still useful 
for research into health.  Every 10 years, we will review the data to assess their usefulness 
for future research and destroy the data that no longer needs to be kept. 
The anonymised data will be kept at the UK Data Service indefinitely. 
The linked data, when in place, will be kept in the relevant Safe Haven indefinitely. 
Once the data linkage is in place, we will review all the personal information we hold and will 
destroy any personal data that no longer has a future purpose.  
 
What are your rights?* 
 
You can request access to the information we process about you at any time.  If at any point 
you believe that the information we process relating to you is incorrect, you can request to 
see this information and may in some instances request to have it restricted, corrected or 
erased.  You may also have the right to object to the processing of data and the right to data 
portability.  Where we have relied upon your consent to process your data, you also have the 
right to withdraw your consent at any time. 
 
If you wish to exercise any of these rights, please submit your request via the webform or 
contact dp@glasgow.ac.uk.  
 
*Please note that the ability to exercise these rights will vary and depend on the legal basis 
on which the processing is being carried out.   

https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/dpfoioffice/informationrequests/datasubjectrights/
https://glasgow.saasiteu.com/alp.aspx?Role=anonymous&Tab=ServiceCatalog&CommandId=NewServiceRequestByOfferingId&Template=A719E970303F48E697239E7FDBBA5BC5
mailto:dp@glasgow.ac.uk


 

 
Complaints 
 
If you wish to raise a complaint on how we have handled your personal data, please contact 
dpcomplaints@glasgow.ac.uk in the first instance.  
 
If you are not satisfied with the complaint outcome, or believe we are not processing your 
personal data in accordance with the law, you can complain to the Information 
Commissioner’s Office (ICO) https://ico.org.uk/ 

mailto:dpcomplaints@glasgow.ac.uk
https://ico.org.uk/

